
 
 
 

Sustainability Committee Meeting 
Thursday, August 22, 2024  

City Hall Council Chambers – 601 Main St W. Ashland, WI 54806 
6:00 PM 

 

 
Take notice that a meeting of the Sustainability Committee will be held in- person in the City 

Hall Council Chambers, with the availability to attend virtually. 
 

To join the meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone: https://meet.goto.com/740241965. Or 
dial in using your phone. United States (Toll Free): 1 866 899 4679 Access Code: 740-241-965  

 
The following items will be considered: 
 
  1. Approval of Agenda 
  
  2. Approval of Minutes 
  
  a. Approval of minutes from the May 23rd, 2024 meeting 
  3. Citizen Participation Period 
  
  4. Presentation  
  
  a. Research on Electrification of Heating and Cooling - Dr. Ana Dyreson, Michigan Tech 

University 
  5. Projects/Discussions 
  
  a. Great Lakes Friendly Restaurant Certification - Discussion/Action 
  6. Items of Interest for Future Meetings 
  
  7. Adjournment 
  
 
The City of Ashland does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, creed, color, national origin, sexual 
orientation, age or disability in employment or provision of services, programs or activities. 
 
NOTE:  Upon reasonable notice, the City of Ashland will accommodate the needs of disabled individuals 
or individuals with limited English proficiency through auxiliary aids or services.  For additional 
information or to request this service, contact the Planning & Zoning Department at 715-682-7041 (not a 
TDD telephone number) 
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City of Ashland – Sustainability Committee Meeting 

Thursday, May 23rd, 2024 

6:00 pm – 7:00 pm HYBRID MEETING:  

Meeting Link: https://meet.goto.com/740241965 | Access Code:  

740-241-965 - CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS (601 Main Street W) 

Energy Action Plan, 25x25 Plan, Sourcewater Protection Plan linked here: 

https://sites.google.com/view/ashland-sustainability/themes  

Present: Charlie Ortman, Amy Amman, Kelly Westlund, Brant Kucera (City Administrator), 

Steven Wiley (Planning and Development Director), Terri Erickson (Assistant Planner) 

Absent: None 

Agenda 

1) Approval of Agenda  

Acting Chair Ortman called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm and asked for approval of the 

agenda. Amman moved and Westlund seconded. The committee voted 3-0 to approve the 

agenda as proposed. 

2) Election of Chairperson – Westlund made a motion to nominate Charlie Ortman as 

chairperson and Amman seconded. The committee voted 3-0 for Charlie Ortman as 

Chairperson. 

3) Approval of minutes from the March 28th, 2024 meeting  

Westlund moved approval and Amman seconded. The committee voted 3-0 to approve 

the minutes as written. 

4) Citizen Comments – None  

5) Projects/Discussions 

a) Discussion on Future Direction of the Committee 

Ortman asked the Committee if they have anywhere they would like to go. Amman 

stated that some of the things she originally was interested in coming onto the 

committee but that she had a hard time taking on on her own included the dark skies 

ordinance. The Great Lakes Friendly Initiative is another item she is interested in. 

This involved looking at what types of takeout containers you use and not using 

plastic straws, etc. These are the highlights of what Amman was interested in. 

Westlund is interested in the 25x25 plan and sourcewater protection plan and 

exploration of solar at the WWTP. She is not sure where this is at but Bill Bailey 

helped us and she is wondering what the status was. One other thing is the gradual 

implementation of planting perennials and native plants in the medians on Ellis and 

elsewhere. Years back we looked at the staff time that went into mowing the medians 

and other public places. Pushing native plantings forward is something to look at. She 

doesn’t know what the current status is. There was a program awhile back for rain 

barrels. She is not sure what the status is of that. Otherwise public education and 

outreach. Ortman suggested grabbing one of these and working on it. City 

Administrator Kucera stated that he doesn’t have anything to add. These are good 

things to work on. We have had members resigning and we discussed at the retreat 

how we want to use our committees in the future. He agreed to participate more in 
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Sustainability and interface better with council and ensure more of these things 

become integrated. 

b) Potential Proposal regarding Fruit and Nut Trees on City properties -

Discussion/Action 

Wiley explained the original proposal. Kucera stated that can’t think of anything off-

limits other than boulevards and a park where there is contamination such as Kreher. 

The Mayor is supportive of an urban orchard. Amman mentioned the area by Pamida 

Beach where the open space and bridge are. Ortman suggested using a map of the 

public spaces and then doing an analysis on what places would work. Kucera has a 

map already. Westlund asked if Sara Hudson is still our City Forester. Kucera replied 

that she was. Ortman suggested that we can sit down and make a garden blueprint of 

the City’s land. Westlund stated that she would go to the Ag folks at the Extension 

and they can provide input. Ortman can go to Ashland County Conservationist Mary 

Jo Gingras also.  

c) No Mow May – Update  

Wiley provided an update on No Mow May. Kucera mentioned rethinking what 

No/Low Mow May looks like. He stated that the City and committee should look at 

the science behind it and come up with an educational program on how people can 

help with pollinators, cooling, carbon, etc. Ortman had mentioned looking at lawns 

differently (not just grass but naturalization, native plantings, etc.) Kucera suggested 

looking at No Mow May differently. Amman agrees. Kucera suggested researching 

an educational program for our residents and determining how we can have an 

impact. If we could ban some of these fertilizers and pesticides for lawns that would 

help. Amman had looked into banning of lawn chemicals. Amman and Westlund 

stated that you cannot ban pesticides in WI. Kucera mentioned maybe then doing an 

educational program to minimize the use of pesticides as an alternative. Westlund 

mentioned that Ashland is maybe the 2nd eco-municipality in North America so 

maybe we are due for a refresher for Council on what this means. Maybe we also 

look at who our community partners are for some of these things.  

d) Committee Recruitment – Discussion 

Ortman asked that if anyone knows anyone who wants to serve to let us know.  

6) Future agenda items 

Ortman suggested picking one item and prioritizing it for the next meeting. We should 

come up with a plan on what can we do and if we can how will we do it. He likes solar at 

the WWTP but is open to others. Kucera mentioned that we were working on this. 

Westlund is happy to do the baseline assessment work. She looked at 3 years of data 

(utility records), etc. If she can be helpful narrowing down which would be best buildings 

to install the data loggers she is happy to do this. She looked at data 15 years ago. She 

also looked at non-metered streetlights. Xcel ended up owing something like $70,000 

back to the City. Ortman asked for updates on this project. Ortman asked about trying the 

City gardening map. Westlund suggested maybe bringing it back to the next meeting. 

Kucera likes the Great Lakes Friendly restaurant certification. Both he and the Mayor 

were looking at how to add a fee to takeout containers. Ortman asked if everyone was ok 

with this. Committee members answered that they were. Amman will pull info together. 

She has talked with a gentleman in Duluth on this. Westlund suggested maybe 

incentivizing the places that are doing it right. Ortman asked if Mary McPhetridge could 
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help out. Kucera stated that if we come up with the program yes. Amman prefers this 

approach rather than having multiple agenda items. Kucera will have planning staff 

research the rain barrel program. Megan McBride used to do this and he is not sure why 

the program stopped. Ortman stated that the committee will do Great Lakes Friendly 

Imitative at the next meeting and that’s it. Amman asked if the parks clean up for Earth 

Day went well. Kucera has not received a report so is not sure. Westlund asked if the 

committee can get invitations to these things. Wiley stated that this was possible. Amman 

is aware of the Cleansweeps coming up June 4th.  

7) Adjournment  

Ortman asked for a motion to adjourn. Amman moved to adjourn and Westlund 

seconded. The Committee voted 3-0 to adjourn. The meeting adjourned at 6:49 pm. 

 

      Recorded by: 

 

      Steven D. Wiley, AICP 

      Planning and Development Director 
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The Building Business  
Network (B-Biz) empowers 
small businesses who provide 
or service high performance 
building technologies, with 
the goal of reducing carbon 
emissions in alignment with 
federal goals.

INTRODUCING B-BIZ

B-Biz in Washburn 
B-Biz is coming to Washburn, Wisconsin, in the summer of 2024 
to showcase local businesses. Local building contractors will work 
with NREL, an industry mentor, and other partners to develop and 
demonstrate an innovative business model solution to address key 
challenges in the community and other rural communities like this. 
B-Biz in Washburn will conclude with the B-Biz Final Showcase Event 
in the fall to share successes with the community. It will also provide 
an opportunity to present these strategies for more widespread 
adoption. B-Biz in Washburn will serve as a model for the full launch 
of the B-Biz program, which is anticipated to have national exposure. 

These products include superior air seal and insulation to 
tighten the building envelope, heat pumps, triple-pane 
windows, and more. B-Biz aims to help small businesses 
address barriers in the market and ultimately improve 
the speed and scale of high performance technology 
adoption through exploring innovative and replicable 
business model solutions. 

B-Biz is a new program within the National Renewable 
Energy Laboratory (NREL) and funded by the U.S. 
Department of Energy Building Technologies Office.  

The Building  
Business Network 
Collaborates with 
Washburn Building 
Contractors this 
Summer 2024

EERE-Bldgs-B-Biz Washburn Case Study-FY24-DB-v2.indd   1EERE-Bldgs-B-Biz Washburn Case Study-FY24-DB-v2.indd   1 4/23/24   8:57 AM4/23/24   8:57 AM
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To learn more, please contact  
Rachel Romero and Alexandra Kramer  
at B-Biz@nrel.gov  

Recruiting Participants
B-Biz participants are currently being recruited  
for the upcoming B-Biz in Washburn effort this 
summer. B-Biz is looking for small businesses who 
serve the northern Wisconsin area and provide or 
service high-performance building technology,  
like heat pumps or building insulation among 
others. Participants must commit to at least 10 
hours of meetings during B-Biz in Washburn over 
a 6-month period (May–October 2024), as well as 
time to execute their demonstration project.   

As part of B-Biz in Washburn, participants will receive: 

•	 Compensation for their time and efforts 

•	 An industry mentor to foster collaboration  

•	 20 hours of technical assistance from NREL 

•	 Opportunities for peer learning and collaboration 
with other participants 

•	 Business recognition during their presentation at 
the Final Showcase Event.  

Photos from Getty 1438144733, 1313630760, 1452733386

For more information, visit: www.energy.gov/eere

April 2024

Timeline 
B-Biz in Washburn participants will commit to about six months of activities. 

Recruited participants 
will have an interest 
in expanding their 
business in the high 
performance building 
technology market 
(all technology areas 
that pertain to energy 
conservation may 
participate).

Each participant will 
complete their final 
deliverable at the end 
of the project period 
with guidance from 
program partners.  

Each participant will 
demonstrate their 
new business model 
approach and evaluate 
its effectiveness while 
following the project plan. 
This demonstration will 
focus on new business 
model approaches 
and not technology 
demonstrations. 

Participants will work 
with program partners 
to plan their project 
and deliverables, with 
a focus on their current 
business model and 
business challenges. 

The Final Showcase for 
B-Biz in Washburn will be 
held near Washburn, WI, 
in the fall. The event will 
feature presentations 
and discussions with 
each participant on their 
project, findings, and 
lessons learned. This event 
will also be the launch of 
the full B-Biz program.  

RECRUITMENT  
(SPRING 2024)

CLOSEOUT   
(SEPTEMBER 2024)

DEMONSTRATION   
(JUNE–SEPTEMBER 2024)

KICKOFF AND  
PLANNING  
(MAY 2024)

FINAL SHOWCASE  
EVENT (SEPTEMBER OR  
OCTOBER 2024)

EERE-Bldgs-B-Biz Washburn Case Study-FY24-DB-v2.indd   2EERE-Bldgs-B-Biz Washburn Case Study-FY24-DB-v2.indd   2 4/23/24   8:57 AM4/23/24   8:57 AM
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Great Lakes Friendly Restaurant Certification 

Some background information from Amy Amman on the program:   
 
This program is a spin-off of the Surfrider Foundation's Ocean Friendly restaurant program.  All of the 
information, including a ready-made list of qualifying criteria to participate, can be found 
here:  https://greatlakes.surfrider.org/programs/great-lakes-friendly-restaurants 
There are 7 mandatory criteria and a pick list for optional criteria for participating restaurants to 
achieve.   
 
The benefits to the participating restaurants are outlined 
here:  https://northernmichigan.surfrider.org/programs/ocean-friendly-restaurants 
 
When I had initially reached out to the Surfrider Organization to learn more about this program in April 
of 2023, I met with a Surfrider POC for this program, the great lakes lead based out of Ohio, and the 
president/lead organizer working on getting the North Shore MN chapter started.  I still have their 
contact information, so after we meet this month, perhaps we can invite them to chat with us at our 
next meeting?  I have not had a chance to reach out to anyone as of yet for this revived effort.  At any 
rate, they gave me some ideas about how to get off the ground, who to coordinate with, etc.   
 
So far, the program is relatively small around the great lakes, but I wonder if that's because people just 
aren't aware of it.  Here's a map of the chapter locations from the Surfrider 
website  https://greatlakes.surfrider.org/chapters 

   
 
I hope this will be enough information for our committee to have initial conversations about the 
program and how we might want to approach bringing it to our community.   
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