
Ashland City Council Meeting 
Tuesday, March 28, 2023 – 6:00 PM 
601 Main Street W. Ashland WI 54806 
 

   
Take notice that a meeting of the Ashland City Council will be held on Tuesday, 
March 28, 2023 in- person in the City Hall Council Chambers, 601 Main Street 
W. Ashland, WI with the availability to attend virtually. Meeting will begin at 

6:00 PM to consider and act upon the following agenda. 

To join the meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone: 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/500263957 

Or dial in using your phone. United States (Toll Free): 1-877-309-2073 Access Code: 500-263-957  

Please contact the Clerk's office if you require accommodations to attend the meeting. 
 

Tuesday, March 28, 2023 Ashland City Council Meeting Agenda 

  1. CALL TO ORDER 
      
  A. Roll Call, Moment of Silence and Pledge of Allegiance 
      
  2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
      
  3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
      

  A. March 14, 2023 City Council and Committee of the Whole Meeting 
Minutes 

      
  4. CITIZEN PARTICIPATION PERIOD 
      
  5. MAYOR’S REPORT 
      
  A. Announcements 
      
  B. Appointments 
      
  6. CONSENT AGENDA 
      

  A. Approve to Accept Funds from Bayfield County Ad Hoc Emergency 
Medical Services Advisory Committee (Fire Department) 

      
  7. NEW BUSINESS 
      

  

A. Approval to Accept a Grant from the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources (WI DNR) Knowles Nelson Stewardship Program Urban River 
Fund for the City of Ashland Kreher Park RV Campground (Parks and 
Recreation Director) Roll 

      
  8. ADJOURNMENT 
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Ashland City Council Meeting 
Tuesday, March 28, 2023 – 6:00 PM 
601 Main Street W. Ashland WI 54806 
 

   
 

The City of Ashland does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, creed, color, national origin, 
sexual orientation, age or disability in employment or provision of services, programs or activities. 

NOTE: Upon reasonable notice, the City of Ashland will accommodate the needs of disabled individuals or 
individuals with limited English proficiency through auxiliary aids or services.  For additional information 
or to request this service, contact the City Clerk’s Office at 715-682-7071 (not a TDD telephone number) 
or FAX:  715-682-7048 
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MEETING MINUTES  

ASHLAND CITY COUNCIL  
Tuesday, March 14, 2023 – 6:00 PM 

Ashland City Hall Council Chambers 

 

 

 
  1. CALL TO ORDER 
       
    The Tuesday, March 14, 2023 Ashland City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor 

Matt Mac Kenzie at 6:00 p.m.    
  A. Roll Call, Moment of Silence and Pledge of Allegiance 
       

  

  Roll call was taken, a Moment of Silence was held, and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
PRESENT:  Kevin Seefeldt, Sarah Jackson (6:02), Ana Tochterman, Laura Graf, Andrew 
Goyke, Charlie Ortman, Dick Pufall 
 
ABSENT: None. 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Mayor Matthew MacKenzie, City Administrator Brant Kucera, City Clerk 
Denise Oliphant, City Attorney Tyler Wickman, Public Works Director John Butler, and other 
interested citizens.    

  2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
       

  

  MacKenzie requested to move up Item 5C from the Mayor's Report to the beginning of the 
agenda. Goyke moved, seconded by Seefeldt to approve the amended agenda as requested. The 
motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 
 
MacKenzie congratulated Kevin Haas for being voted Hockey News Division 3 National 
Broadcaster Champion. He also recognized Madison Burns, Ashland High School sophomore, 
for her first place finish at the Girls D3 State Wrestling Tournament. Also mentioned but not 
present were the Ashland Gymnastics Team for their 10th place finish at their state 
competition, and Ashland Daily Press reporter Rick Olivo on his recent retirement.     

  3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
       
    

 
   
  A. February 28, 2023 City Council and Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes 
       
    Seefeldt moved, seconded by Graf to approve the minutes as presented. The motion carried 

unanimously by voice vote.    
  4. CITIZEN PARTICIPATION PERIOD 
       

  

  The Clerk read the Rules for Citizen Participation, and the following offered their comments to 
the Council: 
 
Zygmund Jablonski, representing himself and AtoZ Plumbing & Heating, spoke about the 
claims involving himself and his business, and the City of Ashland. 
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  5. MAYOR’S REPORT 
       
    

 
   
  A. Announcements 
       
    MacKenzie commented about receiving more compliments than complaints regarding the good 

job that the public works crew is doing with now removal.     
  B. Appointments 
       
    Seefeldt moved, seconded by Graf to approve the appointments. The motion carried 6-0 by 

voice vote; Ortman abstained.    
  6. CONSENT AGENDA 
       
    

 
   
  A. Miscellaneous Minutes 
       
    Kevin Seefeldt moved, seconded by Ana Tochterman to approve the Consent Agenda. The 

motion carried unanimously by voice vote.    
  7. NEW BUSINESS 
       
    

 
   

  A. Formally Approve Purchase Offer for 514 Main Street West from Ashland County 
(Administration) Roll 

       
    Graf moved, seconded by Seefeldt to approve the purchase for $80,000 contingent upon a 

structural analysis. The motion carried 6-0 by roll call vote; Pufall abstained.     

  
B. Approve an Agreement for Professional Services between the City of Ashland and Short 

Elliot Hendrickson, Inc. (SEH) for the 2023 Sanitary Sewer Replacement and 2023 
Sanitary Sewer Collection System Repair (CIPP) Projects  (Public Works) Roll 

       
    Goyke moved, seconded by Seefeldt to approve for a cost of $324,000. The motion passed 

unanimously by roll call vote.     

  
C. Approve an Agreement for Professional Services between the City of Ashland and Short 

Elliott Hendrickson, Inc. (SEH) to Complete Watermain Replacement for the 2024 
Prentice Avenue Phase 1 Reconstruction Project (Public Works) Roll 

       
    Graf moved, seconded by Seefeldt to approve the agreement for $93,500. The motion passed 

unanimously by roll call vote.     

  

D. Approve an Agreement for Professional Services between the City of Ashland and Short 
Elliot Hendrickson, Inc (SEH) for Safe Drinking Water Loan Program Grant 
Administration Services for the 2023 MacArthur Avenue Reconstruction Project (Public 
Works) Roll 

       
    Seefeldt moved, seconded by Pufall to approve the agreement for $33,000. The motion passed 

unanimously by roll call vote.    

  
E. Approve a Resolution Declaring Official Intent to Reimburse Expenditures from 

Proceeds of Borrowing through the State of Wisconsin Environmental Improvement 
Fund for SFY2024 MacArthur Avenue Reconstruction Project (Public Works) Roll 

       
    Tochterman moved, seconded by Goyke to approve the resolution. The motion passed 

unanimously by roll call vote. File No. 17712    
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F. Approve a Resolution Declaring Official Intent to Reimburse Expenditures from 

Proceeds of Borrowing through the State of Wisconsin Environmental Improvement 
Fund for SFY2024 New Lake Superior Water Intake Project (Public Works) Roll 

       
    Pufall moved, seconded by Seefeldt to approve the resolution. The motion passed unanimously 

by roll call vote. File No. 17713    

  G. Approve a Contract Agreement between the City of Ashland and Hydro Klean, LLC for 
the 2023 Sanitary Sewer Cleaning & Televising Project (Public Works) Roll 

       
    Graf moved, seconded by Seefeldt to approve the agreement for $73,775.41. The motion 

passed unanimously by roll call vote.     

  8. CLOSED SESSION (Roll) Council may return to Open Session and take action on any item 
discussed during Closed Session. 

       
    Graf moved, seconded by Seefeldt to enter into Closed Session. The motion passed 

unanimously by roll call vote.     

  

A. *Amended 
PURSUANT TO SEC. 19.85(1)(g): Conferring with legal counsel who either orally or in 
writing will advise governmental body on strategy to be adopted with respect to current 
or likely litigation. (City Attorney) (A to Z Plumbing & Heating, Inc., Zygmund Jablonski, 
Jr., included but not limited to Cases No. 23CV08, 22FO04, 22FO03, 21SC239, 21SC250, 
and 21FO429) 

       
    

 
   
  B. Return to Open Session (Voice) 
       

  
  Ortman moved, seconded by Seefeldt to return to Open Session. The motion passed 

unanimously by voice vote. 
     

  C. Report of Action Taken during Closed Session 
       
    The Mayor reported that there was no action taken during Closed Session.     
  9. ADJOURNMENT 
       

  

  Seefeldt moved, seconded by Graf to adjourn. The motion carried unanimously by voice vote. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Denise Oliphant,  
City Clerk     
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MEETING MINUTES 
 COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE  

 
 
The Common Council of the City of Ashland met as the Committee of the Whole on March 14, 
2023 immediately following the City Council meeting.  
 
 
 
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION: 
 

    
 

   
  1. Roll Call 
       

  

  The Tuesday, March 14, 2023 City of Ashland Committee of the Whole Meeting 
was called to order by Council President Charlie Ortman at 7:45 PM. 
 
PRESENT: Kevin Seefeldt, Sarah Jackson, Ana Tochterman, Laura Graf, 
Andrew Goyke, Charlie Ortman, Dick Pufall. 
 
ABSENT: None 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Mayor Matt MacKenzie, City Administrator Brant Kucera, 
City Clerk Denise Oliphant, Public Works Director John Butler, and other 
interested citiznes.     

  2. Council President's Report 
       

  
  Ortman asked that Councilors review "Good Governance for the City of 

Ashland" and be prepared for discussion at the next Committee of the Whole 
meeting.    

  3. Administrator's Report  
       
    Kucera deferred his report.    
  4. Approval of Agenda 
       
    Jackson moved, seconded by Seefeldt to approve the agenda. The motion carried 

unanimously by voice vote.    
  5. Discussion Items 
       
    

 
   

  A. Discussion on Status of 2017 Master Plan for City Drinking Water, Sanitary 
Sewer, Storm Sewer, and Streets Projects (Public Works) 

       
    Butler reviewed and answered questions regarding the status of the utility and 

water master plans for Council.     

  B. Presentation of the Revised City of Ashland Employee Handbook 
(Administration) 

       
    Kucera asked that Council review the City of Ashland Employee Handbook to 

begin discussion at the next Committee of the Whole meeting. His goal is to 
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adopt the revised handbook at the first meeting in May.     
  6. Items for Future Discussion 
       

  

  Ortman commented that he would like to begin discussion and review to revise 
the Council Handbook at the next Committee of the Whole meeting. 
Jackson asked for discussion regarding the room tax for the City. She also 
mentioned a students' art show at various locations in the community. 
MacKenzie mentioned that he agreed to have Northland College apparel and 
items for sale at City Hall to assist the college. 
Kucera noted that he and the Mayor will begin to have conversations with area 
leaders including the Tribes and schools as part of the Strategic Plan.    

  7. Adjournment 
       

  

  Jackson moved, seconded by Pufall to adjourn. the motion carried unanimously 
by voice vote. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Denise Oliphant, 
City Clerk    
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Ref: 2022-049 COUNCIL AGENDA: 5.B. (3/28/2023) 
    
   
SUBJECT: Appointments 
     
RECOMMENDATION: Approval 

 
 
DEPARTMENT OF ORIGIN: Administrator 
    
CLEARANCES: 

 

  
EXHIBITS: 1. J Muse - Volunteer form (redacted) 

2. J Coffey - Volunteer form (redacted) 
3. D Ullman - Volunteer form (redacted) 
4. J Erickson - Volunteer form (redacted) 
5. J Weiler - Volunteer form (redacted) 
6. T Buzzi - Volunteer form (redacted) 
7. P Neiman - Volunteer form (redacted) 
8. J Beirl - Volunteer form (redacted) 

  
EXPENDITURES REQUIRED: NA 
  
AMOUNT BUDGETED: 

 

  
APPROPRIATION 
REQUIRED: 

NA 

  
TREASURER'S 
CERTIFICATE: 

 

  
COMPLIANCE WITH ORD. 51:  
  
STATEMENT OF CONFORMANCE WITH COMPREHENSIVE PLAN:  
   
SUMMARY STATEMENT: 
  
The Mayor requests Council to rescind the appointment of Carol Ortman to the JFK Memorial Airport 
Commission as approved by Council on March 14, 2023. 
 
The Mayor also requests approval of the following: 
 
Historic Preservation Commission  
Jeff Muse, reappointment, term to expire April 1, 2026 
 
JFK Memorial Airport Commission 
John Coffey, joint reappointment, term to expire February 2029 
 
Parks & Recreation Committee 
David Ullman, reappointment, term to expire April 30, 2026 
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Jen Weiler, reappointment, term to expire April 30, 2026  
 
Plan Commission 
JoAnn Erickson, reappointment, term to expire April 30, 2026 
 
Housing Committee 
Tom Buzzi, Realtor 
Priscilla Neiman, Homeowner/Resident 
 
Board of Review 
Jeffrey Beirl, reappointment, term to expire June 10, 2028 
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OFFER TO VOLUNTEER FORM 
Mayor of Ashland, City of Ashland, 601 W. Main St, Ashland, WI 54806 
Phone: 715-682-7071 Fax: 715-682-7048 bwhalen@coawi.org 

I would like to be considered a nominee for the following Committee or Committees: 

F:S D � P-�) o T R l-, LJ I 6 LJ 

Brief statement of education and training: 

rJ o R-TH L�t.1 rJ o (_0 t�L.-b le r, - G 1(.-A J) L\ t:1TG B Gi s . An fVl

Biography: 
(Need a sense of who you are as an individual, examples: general background, work 
history, life experiences, volunteer activities, special interests, special skills, hobbies, 
personality, people skills, etc) 

{s0 (i2J'0 L::i tO.D £.-ti 1 Sb.D 1 ,0 Lb-JJ LA v0.Q 

LJ'DR.k_ bx,;/?E,-Q..1-1;V\.H.,6 - IS�ru-t: rnn;, 
1 

Op51)_-/J7 1 o·.,J--5 i 

--�c.z, v) v l"\ 1 c.,. U � i.,? <;;, L-E)P iV\.<6. vv7' -- C.u LI!...£ ,u'/ L'1 L..:tl ,01':)

Ca . n � � 1 ,\) ( 5'1 f._ -/l)V fl_ 

Individual References or Referred by (include phone#): 

Contact Information: 
·o -

J)t-1::; /2.6 L/ j �5 l R_ L.,
(

_../ Phone Name (print) 
i 4 L D I -Z.,� t'.!,J6 i:). A5'(-J L-t:., h)_JJ

Address 
Email: o rv ,::.-.. I U = L-;..1 !-Jl--1 J Hf /YJ-tl '/; v ,2-_

�r 21 ;)_[))3 

Date 
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Ref: 2023-048 COUNCIL AGENDA: 6.A. (3/28/2023) 
    
   
SUBJECT: Approve to Accept Funds from Bayfield County Ad Hoc Emergency Medical Services 

Advisory Committee (Fire Department) 
     
RECOMMENDATION: Approval 

 
 
DEPARTMENT OF ORIGIN: Fire & EMS Department 
    
CLEARANCES: Unanimously approve by Committee of the Whole, January 31, 2023. 
  
EXHIBITS: 

 

  
EXPENDITURES REQUIRED: NA 
  
AMOUNT BUDGETED: 

 

  
APPROPRIATION 
REQUIRED: 

NA 

  
TREASURER'S 
CERTIFICATE: 

NA 

  
COMPLIANCE WITH ORD. 51:  
  
STATEMENT OF CONFORMANCE WITH COMPREHENSIVE PLAN:  
   
SUMMARY STATEMENT: 
  
On January 31, 2023 Council approved the Fire Department to enter into an agreement with Bayfield County to 
be eligible for funding for EMS Services. 
 
Agencies receiving the funds will be required to report in August what the funds were used for and the impact 
the funds made for the agency and community. There were no matched funds required to receive this 
contribution. 
 
The Ashland Fire and EMS Department are asking approval from Council to receive these funds as part of this 
program.  
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Ref: 2023-050 COUNCIL AGENDA: 7.A. (3/28/2023) 
    
   
SUBJECT: Approval to Accept a Grant from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WI 

DNR) Knowles Nelson Stewardship Program Urban River Fund for the City of Ashland 
Kreher Park RV Campground (Parks and Recreation Director) Roll 

     
RECOMMENDATION: Approval 

 
 
DEPARTMENT OF ORIGIN: Parks & Recreation 
    
CLEARANCES: Common Council (April 2022) 

Parks and Recreation (March 2022) 
  
EXHIBITS: 1. WDNR Grant Award Letter 

2. Recreation Grant Project Cost Estimate Worksheet 
3. Stewaredship Local Assistance, Federal Land & Water Conservation 

Fund & Rec Trails Program Grant Application 
  
EXPENDITURES REQUIRED: $ 60,000   Construction Documents 

$ 25,000   Demo and Site Prep 
$415,000  Construction 
$500,000   Total - WDNR Stewardship Grant 
  

  
AMOUNT BUDGETED: $400,000   2023 CIP Kreher Park Campground and Park 

$249,000   WDNR Stewardship Grant 
$649,000   Total 

  
APPROPRIATION 
REQUIRED: 

$300,000 Borrowed in 2023 CIP 

  
TREASURER'S 
CERTIFICATE: 

 

  
COMPLIANCE WITH ORD. 51: The Mayor and/or Clerk has consented to placement of this agenda item on 
the Council agenda as timely action is needed. 
  
STATEMENT OF CONFORMANCE WITH COMPREHENSIVE PLAN: This item complies with the 
City of Ashland Strategic Plan. 
   
SUMMARY STATEMENT: 
  
The primary purpose of this project is to rehabilitate the Kreher Park RV Campground and associated amenities 
into a 21st century campground. Updates include: new electricity (50amp) all 33 sites, installation of new water 
lines to all sites, construction of a new ADA compliant bathhouse and the reconnection/extension of the City's 
pedestrian trail and, the Ashland Rails to Trails System (ARTS). This proposal also includes the construction of 
up to 7 new campsites within the current RV campground and in a recently acquired railroad property. This 
rehabilitation project will also include the installation of storm water filtration systems.   
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Funding would be used to hire a qualified consultant to create a design, engineering/construction documents, 
and assist in the construction administration to the rehabilitation of Kreher Park RV Campground. 
 
The rehabilitation of Kreher Park RV Campground would include: 
- resurfacing of the Kreher Park RV Campground road, ~ 1/2 mile 
- construction of a new ADA compliant bathroom and shower room that services both the public and the 
campground 
- construction of up to 3 new RV sites in the current RV campground 
- construction of up to 4 new RV sites on the upper bluff (south of the current campground, a former railroad 
corridor) 
- update of electric from 30 amps to 50 amps at 19 sites and water lines at all RV sites 
- reconnection/extension of 700' of the City's pedestrian trail (Ashland Rails to Trails System) along the upper 
bluff, connecting the Superfund Trail section of the ARTS to the Ashland Oredock section. 
 
The City has been working with the DNR and Board of Commissioners of Public Lands to obtain a lakebed 
lease for this site. Once this is approved the City will move forward with this project. This construction project 
is expected to take place in 2024. 
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