
CCiittyy  ooff  AAsshhllaanndd--  SSuussttaaiinnaabbiilliittyy  CCoommmmiitttteeee  MMeeeettiinngg  NNoottiiccee    
Thursday, May 27, 2021  

6:00pm via Go To Meeting 
  

The meeting can be accessed from a computer, tablet or smartphone at  
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/330502869. 

You can also dial in using your phone. United States (Toll Free): 1 866 899 4679 using 
Access Code: 330-502-869. 

 

  

AAggeennddaa  
  

1) Approval of Agenda 
 
 

2) Consent Agenda 
 

a) Approval of minutes from the April 29, 2021 Sustainability Committee meeting 
 

 
3) Citizen Comments 

 
 

4) Projects/Discussions 
 

a) Presentation by Marisa Bayer and discussion regarding City’s Partners in Energy 
participation and planning efforts 
 

b) Presentation and discussion about waterfront native plantings project and report 
 
 

5) Announcements/Reports/Comments/Questions 
 

a) Updates on waterfront zoning and Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) 
amendment process 
 

 
6) Adjournment 

 
 
 
 

It is possible that members of and a possible quorum of members of other governmental bodies of the 
municipality may be in attendance at the above stated meeting to gather information or speak about a 
subject, over which they have decision-making responsibility.  Any governmental body at the above 
stated meeting will take no action other than the governmental body specifically referred to above in this 
notice. 
 

The City of Ashland does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age or 
disability in employment or provision of services, programs or activities. 
 

NOTE:   Upon reasonable notice, the City of Ashland will accommodate the needs of disabled individuals 
through auxiliary aids or services.  For additional information or to request this service, contact Megan 
McBride at (715) 682-7041.  

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/330502869
tel:+18668994679,,330502869
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CCiittyy  ooff  AAsshhllaanndd  ––  SSuussttaaiinnaabbiilliittyy  CCoommmmiitttteeee  MMeeeettiinngg  MMiinnuutteess    
 

A meeting of the Ashland Sustainability Committee was held on Thursday, April 29, 2021 at 
6:00 p.m. via GoToMeeting. 

 
 

CCoommmmiitttteeee  MMeemmbbeerrss  PPrreesseenntt::    DDaallee  KKuuppcczzyykk,,  LLiissssaa  RRaaddkkee,,  CChheeyyaannnnee  RReeeevveess,,  LLaauurraa  GGrraaff  
  

CCoommmmiitttteeee  MMeemmbbeerrss  AAbbsseenntt::  TTaammaarraa  SSyyllttee,,  JJeessssiiccaa  EEcckkhhaarrddtt,,  PPaarrkkeerr  SStteerrlliinngg  
  

SSttaaffff  PPrreesseenntt::    MMeeggaann  MMccBBrriiddee  
  

MMeeggaann  MMccBBrriiddee  ooppeenneedd  tthhee  mmeeeettiinngg  aatt  66::0000  pp..mm..    

  

AAggeennddaa  
 

1) Consent Agenda 
 

Motion to approve the agenda by Dale Kupczyk, seconded by Cheyanne Reeves.  Passed 
unanimously. 

 

 

2) Approval of Minutes  
a) Approve of minutes from the January 28, 2021 and February  25, 2021 meetings 
 

Motion to approve minutes from the January 28, 2021 and February 25, 2021 
Sustainability Committee meetings as presented by Lissa Radke. Seconded by Dale 
Kupczyk. Passed unanimously.  
 

 

3) Public Comment (non-agenda items) 
 

None 
 

4) Projects/Discussions 
 

a) Brainstorming and discussion about stated Sustainability Committee goal of increasing 
tree planting throughout the City  
 
Lissa Radke pointed out that Ashland is a designated Tree City, and suggested that goals 
identified in that application may be a good place to start. She also supported the 
following ideas:  
- Promoting an “Adopt a Tree” program in the downtown; 
- Coordinating group buys in partnership with the County Land & Water Conservation 
Department annual native plant sale;  
- Organizing volunteers to help with installation of trees purchased through a group 
buy/native plant sale; and 
- Starting a memorial tree program along the lake walk where people can pay for trees 
to be planted in memory of a loved one.  
 
Dale Kupczyk pointed out the importance of being intentional about the types of trees 
we are planting and preserving, particularly those by the lake walk or which currently 
obscure views of the lake.  
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Lissa Radke suggested that we could look at what other waterfront communities do to 
promote trees which enhance biodiversity, while balancing with the desire to maintain 
and improve lake views.  
 
Laura Graf supported the idea of a memorial tree program, and suggested that it could 
be structured such that people are actually purchasing 2 trees, one to be planted as a 
memorial and another to be planted elsewhere. She also suggested that fruit trees 
would be a nice addition in public spaces.  
 
Lissa Radke spoke in support of including fruit trees in public spaces, and pointed out 
that since these don’t grow as tall they could be a good option in some waterfront parks 
to also address concerns about lake views.   
 

        
b) Updates and discussion about native plantings project and summer volunteer 

opportunities  
 
Megan McBride explained that the general idea for the project for which grant funding 
was applied for is to work with a qualified firm to help design the planting areas and 
maintenance schedule which could be sustained by volunteers. Additionally, there 
would be a community event of some kind organized at the 6th Ave Beach location to 
partner with the City’s new Main Street Program and hopefully engage a broader 
audience. She asked for feedback and questions from the group.  
 
Lissa Radke suggested that the County Land and Water Conservation Department would 
be a great resource, and that local gardeners could also likely be recruited to help with 
training of new volunteers and ongoing maintenance.  
 
Laura Graf suggested that there should be specific volunteer events/times for people to 
sign up for, and said that volunteer recognition will be very important to effectively 
recruit, retain and celebrate volunteers.  
 
Cheyanne Reeves supported the idea of creating various ways for volunteers to get 
involved which give them more autonomy on how they allocate their time. She 
suggested that a volunteer pledge could be utilized, with clean up supplies (or whatever 
supplies would be needed for the specific type of volunteer project) provided and 
pledge goals set ahead of time. As people meet pledge goals, they could receive small 
prizes or be invited to some type of community celebration. She offered that the 
Farmer’s Market could be a venue for volunteer recruitment as well.  
 
Laura Graf expressed support for this idea, and also suggested that the Farmer’s Market 
could be a good venue for general sustainability education as well.  

 
5) Announcements/Reports/Comments/Questions 

 

a) Updates on waterfront zoning and Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) standards for 
green infrastructure  
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Megan McBride provided an overview of the public input process being utilized to 
inform updates to the City’s waterfront UDO and zoning standards related to 
landscaping and green infrastructure. She introduced the committee to the public input 
website being used, and will present relevant findings to the Committee at a future 
meeting.  

 
b) Updates about City’s Partners in Energy program participation  

 

Megan McBride updated the committee that the City is working with Xcel Energy to 
participate in their Partners in Energy program. This will be a two-phased project, with 
the first phase centered around creating City and overall community energy action 
goals, and the second phase focusing on implementation of the adopted plan. More 
information will be brought to a future meeting, and the Sustainability Committee will 
likely be asked to participate in some way during the current planning process.  
 

6) Adjournment 
 

Motion to adjourn by Dale Kupczyk. Seconded by Laura Graf.  Passed 
unanimously. 

 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:00 p.m. Minutes done by Megan McBride  



AVERAGE SAVINGS PER 
COMMUNITY IN 2019

Electricity  5.2 Million kWH

Greenhouse Gas  Equivalent to 
removing 502 cars off the road

TOTAL PARTICIPANTS  
IN IN 2019

Energy Efficiency Programs  

43,500

Renewable Energy Programs  

24,500

56
COMMUNITIES

SERVED SINCE 2014

Partners in Energy provides the tools and resources to support communities in achieving their energy 
goals. The program offerings include support to develop an energy action plan or electric vehicle 
plan, tools to help implement your plan and deliver results, and resources designed to help the 
communities we serve stay informed and achieve their energy goals.

Planning support

Partners In Energy

How can 
Partners in Energy 

energize your 
community?

DEVELOP AN 
ENERGY ACTION 

PLAN

ADVANCES
your economic 

development path

FOSTERS
a collaborative, 

energy-savvy community

PROVIDES
a leadership

platform

ENGAGES
and educates 

community 
members

LAUNCHES
your energy and 

sustainability goals

FACILITATE WORKSHOPS

Access to the
ONLINE PORTAL

Access to
MARKETING 
TOOLKITS

Begin a new
STRATEGY

SCENARIO PLANNING

OUTREACH SUPPORT

Access to 
OFFICE HOURS

DOCUMENTING ENERGY PLAN

JOINT
MARKETING

ENERGY 
EXPERTISE

EDUCATION AND 
OUTREACH

TRACKING AND 
REPORTING

PROJECT 
MANAGEMENT

ESTABLISHING BASELIINES

RECRUITING STAKEHOLDERS

GOAL SETTING

Partners In Energy

How can 
Partners in Energy 

energize your 
community?

DEVELOP AN 
ENERGY ACTION 

PLAN

ADVANCES
your economic 

development path

FOSTERS
a collaborative, 

energy-savvy community

PROVIDES
a leadership

platform

ENGAGES
and educates 

community 
members

LAUNCHES
your energy and 

sustainability goals

FACILITATE WORKSHOPS

Access to the
ONLINE PORTAL

Access to
MARKETING 
TOOLKITS

Begin a new
STRATEGY

SCENARIO PLANNING

OUTREACH SUPPORT

Access to 
OFFICE HOURS

DOCUMENTING ENERGY PLAN

JOINT
MARKETING

ENERGY 
EXPERTISE

EDUCATION AND 
OUTREACH

TRACKING AND 
REPORTING

PROJECT 
MANAGEMENT

ESTABLISHING BASELIINES

RECRUITING STAKEHOLDERS

GOAL SETTING

Implementation support

INFORMATION SHEET

MINNESOTA
PARTNERS IN ENERGY

HELPING COMMUNITIES BUILD AN ENERGY FUTURE
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Additional resources to boost results

In addition to our team, tools and resources, we provide opportunities for you to interact and network with other communities 
participating in Partners in Energy.

Keeping graduates energized

We invite communities that have participated to stay engaged. Since you’ve developed a blueprint for your energy future,  
we have resources to keep your momentum going and keep you up to date with what’s new at Xcel Energy. 

COMMUNITY SUMMITS 
Attend in-person events with 

other communities to share best 
practices. We provide educational 
opportunities that feature experts 

on current energy topics and 
opportunities to learn from  

each other.

OFFICE HOURS 
Attend monthly webinars 
that cover trending topics, 

plus access to and examples 
of initiatives and activities 

happening in Partners in Energy 
communities. Ask questions  

and share experiences.

ONLINE PORTAL 
Get access to documents related 
to your community’s work, and 
examples of other community 

goals, strategies, and collateral. 
It connects you to a variety of 
community program materials, 
a collateral library, toolkits for 

outreach and education, as well 
as collaboration forums. 
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Join us
Apply in January or July. Applications available at xcelenergy.com/PartnersInEnergy.

Questions: PartnersinEnergy@xcelenergy.com or 800.369.4362.



Questions for Sustainability Committee to consider prior to Partners in Energy discussion May 27, 2021:  

1. Why does (or should) energy efficiency and renewable energy matter to Ashland?  

2. How is your community already supporting energy efficiency? Renewable energy?  

3. What barriers are Ashland residents and businesses facing when it comes to being energy 
efficient? Supporting renewable energy?  
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